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CHAPTER I 
THE AREA OF INVESTIGATION AND THE PROBLEM 
Orientation to the Problem 
This thesis presents a study with a purpose that is twofold. 
On the one hand it aims to examine a specified geographical area 
in terms of a number of selected population and demographic factors. 
The geographical area under study and which is an autonomous poli¬ 
tical entity is the British Crown Colony of Hong Kong. The second 
but related aim of this study is to then analyze the above mentioned 
factors in terms of their possible implications for the physical ab¬ 
sorption and the cultural assimilation of large numbers of immigrants. 
The immigrants, in this instance, are refugees from Mainland (Com¬ 
munist) China, a continual influx of whom has been experienced by 
Hong Kong over the past several years. 
Like so many of the specific but diverse investigations under¬ 
taken today by social work researchers, this problem can be seen as 
having a kind of double-barrelled significance. It is, at one level, 
for instance, a highly "practical problem," the immediacy of which 
can be appreciated at once by the social worker and the non-social 
worker alike. The refugee's need for physical sustenance, not 
to mention social acceptance, is a deeply significant one for him 
personally, of course, but it also has a broader social and human¬ 
itarian implication. Some articulate commentators on the current 
1 
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world scene have expressed increasing concern with what night be 
called "human wastage." This wastage refers to potential "talent" 
that is not being developed, particularly in the underdeveloped 
countries and regions of the world. More importantly, perhaps, 
this wastage refers to the utter futility and hopelessness that 
characterizes the lives of these individuals, particularly as they 
themselves experience and sense the futility and the hopelessness. 
Recent studies, for example, report that between two thirds and 
three fourths of the world’s people live in countries in which under- 
1 
nourishment is the common denominator. 
The ability of a refugee to find the means of physical susten¬ 
ance, among other things, is, then, an important one, not only fcr 
himself or the country in which he seeks refuge, but also for the 
world. It is the possible relationships between the meeting of this 
need to absorb and provide for the refugee and selected population or 
demographic factors that may be associated with it that this thesis 
proposes to study. 
A second kind of significance which the study of a country's 
ability to absorb and provide for refugees can be seen to lie in the 
more abstract region of population or demographic theory, where it is 
possible to examine the facts as special instances of certain general 
principles of human behavior. 
-I-Philip Appleman, The Silent Explosion (Boston: Beacon 
Press, 1966), p.ll. 
3 
Problem Statement! Formulations and Definitions 
Problem Statement 
This study is concerned with the problem of refugees and the 
difficulties encountered, in terms of their absorption and assimila¬ 
tion, by the host country in which they take refuge on a permanent 
basis. More specifically, the concern here is with the British 
Crown Colony of Hong Kong and with the large numbers of refugees 
from Mainland or Communist China. The aim is first to assess the 
Hong Kong situation from a population or demographic point of view 
and then, in terms of that assessment, to analyze its implications 
for the influx of refugees. 
Formulations and Definitions 
The formulation for investigating the problem consists of two 
parts, the first of which relates to Hong Kong and its population. 
The second part focuses on the refugees from Communist China. 
Hong Kong and Its Population 
1. Demographic Situa tic». The term 'demography'’ is from the 
Greek and, in a literal sense, means to write about people; in a 
more technical sense, it refers today to the highly specialized and 
scientifically based study of populations. The demographic situa¬ 
tion to be assessed for present-day Hong Kong will include marriage 
rates, birth rates, death rates, age composition, sex composition, 
racial composition, rural-urban composition, and population distri¬ 
bution. Movement and migration tendencies will be discussed also. 
2. Resources. The discussion of resources will include the 
h 
following topics: climats and topography, arable lands (and soils), 
irrigable land and mineral resources. 
3. Technological-economic Situation. The region's technology 
and economy sill be considered with reference to agriculture, industry, 
power development, transportation and communication, urbanization, and 
also developmental plans, projects and problems. 
1*. Literacy and J&iucatioa. 
5. Ethnic Situation. The ethnic situation will be discussed 
also, in terms of linguistic patterns, religious customs and tradi¬ 
tions, and race. 
Refugees from Mainland China 
1. Historical Perspective. This section will provide an 
historical overview of the flow of refugees into Hong Kong from Com¬ 
munist China, indicating the volume of refugee immigration, the years 
when it occurred, and the factors prompting it. 
2. Official Policies and Practices on Refugee Immigration. This 
section will focus on official governmental policies regarding the 
admission of refugees into Hong Kong and the subsequent handling of 
those persons admitted. The discussion will also consider those 
practices by which the different policies are implemented. 
3. Present Life Situation of the Refugees. The discussion 
here will describe nod characterize the "life situation" for those 
refugees now in Hong Kong. 
U* Problems of Assimilation and Absorption. This facet of the 
study will focus on the problems for Hong Kong to absorb the refugees 
into the mainstream of the Colony's life and on the problems for the 
f> 
refugess to become assimilated* 
5* Prospects for the Future. This concluding section will 
include a discussion of what can be expected in the way of both im¬ 
mediate and long-run changes in the situation. 
Methods and Procedures 
The method by which the problem was explored and the investi¬ 
gation of it undertaken was in terms of what is commonly referred to 
as a "library study." Essentially, once the general problem area 
was decided upon, the author undertook an initial survey of available 
literature, which then made it possible for him to develop his formu¬ 
lations and to complete his study design as outlined above. Follow¬ 
ing this, an extensive bibliography of necessary and relevant material 
was compiled and, whenever possible, the copies of the bibliographic 
items were obtained. Several diverse sources were utilized in locat¬ 
ing the many items, which included books, pamphlets, newspapers, maga¬ 
zines, official Government of Hong Kong documents, and United Nations 
publications. The major sources for these items, which provided the 
data for the study, included Atlanta University's Trevor Arnett 
Library, the United Nations Book Store and the Government of Hong 
Kong. 
CHAPTER II 
HONG KONG AND ITS POPULATION 
Introduction 
The British Grom Colony of Hong Kong is situated on the 
southeast coast of China, where it adjoins the province of Kwangtung. 
More specifically, Hong Kong is situated at the extreme southeast 
of the Canton River estuary. Today encompassing a total land area 
of approximately 398-é square miles, the frontiers of Hong Kong are 
defined mainly by the sea.^ 
Of the total land area, Hong Kong island itself, together 
with a number of small adjacent islands, account far 29 square miles. 
Kowloon and Stonecutters Island account for another three and three 
fourths square miles, while the New Territories, which consist of 
part of the mainland and more than 23° islands, have a total area 
of 365 and three fourths square miles. For governmental and admini¬ 
strative purposes, the Territory of Hong Kong is divided into the 
three divisions just indicated: (1) the island of Hong Kong; (2) 
2 
Kowloon and Stonecutters Island; and (3) the New Territories. 
The island of Hong Kong, which includes the city of Victoria — 
the nucleus of the Colony — was acquired by the British in August, 
■^Government of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, 1966 (Hong Kong: Hong Kong 
Government Press, 1967), pp.23il-i42. 
2 
The World and Its Peoples: China 2, Hong Kong. Macao, Taiwan, 
Mongolia (New York: Greystone Press,1965)» PP«37k-o3. 
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18U2, which was when China ceded this 20 square-mile area to the 
British in perpetuity according to the terms of the Treaty of Nanking. 
It was in October, i860, that China similarly ceded Kowloon and Stone¬ 
cutters Island to the British under the terms of the Convention of 
Peking. Finally, in 1898, Britain arranged for the lease of the 
Hew Territories, often referred to as the leased New Territories, 
from China. The lease itself is for a period of 99 yearsIt 
is with reference to these three land masses collectively that the 
term Hong Kong is used. 
Most of the people living in Hong Kong are migrants from 
China's Kwantung Province or are the locally-born children of persons 
who earlier migrated from Kwantung Province. One can find, however, 
not only ancient villages in the New Territories, but also indigenous 
urban families both on Hong Kong Island and in Kowloon. 
Hong Kong Island, when acquired by the British in 181*2, had a 
population of less than 10,000. By 1916, the island's population, 
including that of the recently ceded Kowloon Peninsula, was more than 
100,000. In 1916 — and now including the inhabitants of the leased 
New Territories — Hong Kong's population was estimated at more than 
half a million people. Hie figure had risen to almost 850,000 for 
the civilian population by the year 1931 and continued to increase 
until the time of World War II, when the Japanese invasion of the 
Chinese Mainland brought about an influx of refugees that caused the 
^Government of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, 1966, pp.23l*-l*2 
klrene B. Taeuber, “Hong Kong» Migrants and Metropolis," 
Population Index, 29 (January, 1963), pp.3-25. 
8 
population to skyrocket. Although the census scheduled for 1961 
vas cancelled, a sample count of the population taken late in 19l*l 
indicated a population of 1.6 million. When, however, the Japanese 
chose to invade and occupy Hong Kong, mass evacuations resulted and, 
by 191*5» the population dropped to a size estimated at approximately 
1*00,000. Immediately following the collapse of the Japanese armies 
and the end of the war, the population again surged upward. Shortly 
afterwards — in 19U9 —» the Communists moved southward in their con¬ 
quest of the mainland, and this caused new waves of migrants to seek 
refuge in Hong Kong. The best estimates suggest that the population 
reached 1.9 million by the fall of 19Ù9, and 2.1* million by the 
spring of 1950. In 19&L, the year in which a comprehensive and 
reliable census was completed for Hong Kong,-the Colony's population 
totaled 3.1 million. The 1966 population was estimated at about 
3.8 million people.^ 
Demographic Situation 
In discussing the demographic features of Hong Kong's popula¬ 
tion from an historical viewpoint, one is handicapped by the limited 
and mostly inadequate quantitative data that are available. The 
censuses undertaken in the course of the Crown Colony's history, far 
the most part, have been lacking in reliability and, for that matter, 
some of the decennial censuses themselves have been cancelled, such 
as happened in 191*1 and 1951. For comparative purposes, the most 
5lbld., pp.3-5. 
^Government of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, 1966, p.6. 
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recently available data spaa a period of thirty years and are pro¬ 
vided by the censuses of 1931 end 1961, the latter being the most com¬ 
prehensive and the most reliable in the history of the Crown Colony. 
In this chapter, most of the data reported focuses on present-day 
Hong Kong, with the data mostly that provided by the 1961 census. 
Marriage Rates. Occasional studies undertaken in various areas 
of Hong Kong during this century indicate that, at least during the 
'Thirties, marriages occurred at early ages, and that the fertility 
rates were high and not unlike those that characterized the Chinese 
in Taiwan throughout most of this century. The figures reported in 
the 1961 census, however, make clear that the tread today is not toward 
early marriages, but rather toward a major postponement of marriage. 
Fifty-six percent of the men were single at ages 25 to 29* Twenty- 
seven percent were single at ages 30 to 3U and 13 percent at ages 35 
Î 
to 39* In the upper ages there were few single males, probably, as 
Taeuber suggests, "because these men represented the ancient rather 
than the modern behavior patterns of the Chinese, perhaps because mar¬ 
riage remained an eventual adjustment whatever the extent of the post- 
7 
pone ment." But the postponement of marriage is not true for men 
alone. Major postponements of marriage among the women were also 
reflected by the 1961 census figures. When marriage rates are ex¬ 
amined according to the areas of Hong Kong, it is learned that the 
tendency to postpone marriage until n Inter age was conraoa for nil 
areas, but greatest in the most advanced and cultured of the metro- 
ÏTaeuber, "Hong Kong: Migrants and Metropolis," p.18. 
10 
politan centers, Hong Kong Island. Postponement was least among 
the boat people of the Hew Territories.® 
Birth Rates. Information on birth rates, notwithstanding the 
general reliability and the unusually comprehensive nature of the 1961 
census, are limited. The latest figures available, however, report 
that in 1966 it was estimated that over 92,000 live births occurred 
in Hong Kong, for a birth rate of 2b.9 This birth rate is relative¬ 
ly high when compared to that for most advanced and highly modern¬ 
ized nations, such as the United States, which had an estimated birth 
rate of 18.5 in 1966. With the infant mortality rate for the two 
countries approximately the same — 2U.5 for Hong Kong and 23.U for 
the United States — the differences in birth rates suggest the pos- 
9 
sibility of a much greater rate of growth for Hong Kong. 
Death Hates. The most recent vital statistics on deaths in 
Hong Kong are also provided by the United Nations in its Population 
and Vital Statistics Report.In 1966, it was estimated that a 
total of 10,700 deaths occurred in the Crown Colony, giving it an 
annual death rate of 5.0. 
Population Increase. According to Taeuber, Hong Kong's popu¬ 
lation is experiencing a rapid rate of growth, with differences ac¬ 
cording to age categories. Between 1961 and 1976, she reports the 
®Hong Kong Census Commissioner, Hong Kong: Report on the 1961 
Census (Hong Kong» Hong Kong Government" Press, 1962;, II, Tables 
10b and lb6. 
^United Nations, Population and Vital Statistics Report, Statis¬ 
tical Report, Statistical Papers: Series A7 Vol.JŒX, No.3 (New York* 
United Nations, 1967). 
10Ibid. 
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population in the productive ages from 15 to 61* will increase about 
Hi percent every five years yielding a total increase of almost 50 
percent in the 15-year period. She adds that if "numbers in 1976 
are compared with those in 1961, the increase amounts to 192 percent 
for those aged 15 to 19, and 103 percent for those aged 20 to 21*." 
She predicts a slight decrease in numbers for persons aged 25 to 1*1*, 
but, significantly, an increase of more than three fourths in numbers 
aged 1*5 to 61*.^ 
Age Composition, The age structure of Hong Kong reflects the 
successive waves of immigration experienced by the Colony. According 
to the 1961 census, 1*0.8 percent of the population was in the O-ll* 
category, for a total number of 1,277*000. for those persons in the 
total population who were born in Haig Kong, some 73*5 percent was in¬ 
cluded in this age category, whereas for the people of Hong Kong who 
were born elsewhere, only 11.0 percent was in the G-li* age category. 
Of the total population, 368,000 were in the 15-21* age category, or 
11.8 percent of the total population. Persons age 15-21* accounted 
for 9*7 percent of the population born in Hong Kong and for 13.7 per¬ 
cent of the population which was born elsewhere. Persons age 25-1*1* 
totaled 955*000 and represented 30.5 percent of the overall population. 
Persons age 25-1*1* accounted for 12.1 percent of the residents report¬ 
ing Hong Kong as their place of birth, aid 1*7.3 percent of the resi¬ 
dents reported their place of birth as elsewhere. The final age 
category, that for 65 and over, in 1961, included 88,000 people, or 
2.8 percent of the total population. For all residents actually 
■^Taeuber, "Hong Kong: Migrants and Metropolis," p.8. 
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bore in Hong Kong, persona 65 and over accounted for 0.8 percent; 
for all residents boro elsewhere, persons 65 and over accounted for 
U.7 percent.12 These data are presented in summary form in Table 
1. 
Sex Composition. The sex composition of Haag Kong's popu¬ 
lation has changed considerably in the past few decades. In 1931» 
for example, the population was estimated as 81*0,000, and was character¬ 
ized by a somewhat uneven sex ratio, with the number of males 1,3U8 
for each 1,000 females. The disproportionate number of males resi¬ 
dent in Hong Kong in 1931 was an obvi "as reflection of the total 
population's "immigrant" nature. The latest available figures, those 
from the 1961 census, indicate a more normal sex ratio. In that year, 
the total population of some 3*1 million people included an estimated 
1,056 males for each 1,000 females. The change in the sex ratio be¬ 
tween the two periods is indicative of the more settled population of 
Hong Kong today.^ 
Ethnic Composition. According to official government esti¬ 
mates, the population of Hoag Kong is 98.0 percent Chinese and only 
2 percent European.1^ 
Rural-Urban Composition. Given its limited land area and 
its more than 3 million people, Hong Kong has essentially an almost 
12* 'Hoag Kong Census Commissioner, Hong Kong» Report on the 1961 
Census, II, Tables 10U and 150. 
^Taeuber, "Hong Kong: Migrants and Metropolis," p.5. 
■^Government of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, 1966, p.li*. 
TABLE 1 
HONG KONG: AGE STRUCTURES BY PLACE OF HLR1H 
Age Group Place of birth 
Total Hong Kong Elsewhere 
Population (thousands) 
O-ll* 1,277 1,097 180 
15-21* 368 11*1* 221* 
25-1*1* 955 181 771* 
1*5-61* 1*1*2 59 383 
65 and over 88 12 76 
Total 3,130 1,1*93 1,637 
Age Structure (percent) 
O-ll* 1*0.8 73.5 11.0 
15-21* 11.8 9.7 13.7 
25-1*1* 30.5 12.1 1*7.3 
1*5-61* ll*.l 3.9 23. U 
6f> and over 2.8 0.8 1*.7 
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Source of data: Hong Kong Census Commissioner, Hong Kong: Report 
on the 1961 Census, II, Tables lQl* and 150. 
totally urban populace. In fact, the growth of Hong Kong has been, 
in Taeuber's words, "as an expanding urban area." Hong Kong Island, 
Kowloon, and New Kowloon constituted the three urban concentrations 
13 
U* 
in 1931 and accounted for some 676 thousand people out of a total 
population of 836 thousand. In 19&L, more than 2*6 million people 
of a total population of 3*1 million were living in these three areas. 
Between the two time periods mentioned there was also consider¬ 
able and rapid urbanization occurring in the New Territories. A 
truly rural population is today nearly nonexistent in Hong Kong; in 
fact, in 1961, more than 93*0 percent of the total labor force in 
Hong Kong was working in areas other than agriculture and fishing.^ 
Resources 
Climate and Topography. What is Hong Kong? One answer to 
the question is in terms of its topography and geology. As indi¬ 
cated earlier, the total land area of the Colony is 39#S square miles* 
The Colony of Hong Kong itself is located on the southeast coast of 
China, adjoining the province of Kwangtung. It is just inside the 
tropics, but yet enjoys, unlike most tropical countries, seasonal 
variations in its weather. Usually from September until mid-March 
and sometimes May, the winter monsoon blows from the north or north¬ 
east. The most pleasant time of the year is during early winter, 
when the weather is generally dry and sunny. After the New Year, 
the region is usually blanketed by clouds and tends to be character¬ 
ised by a slight but persistent rainfall* From about mid-April until 
September the summer monsoon blows from the south or southwest; how¬ 
ever, it tends to be not as persistent as that of the winter season* 
Discomfort is mostly experienced during the summer, which is the rainy 
•^Taeuber, "Hong Kong: Migrants and Metropolis," p*9* 
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season and a time that is almost continuously hot and humid. The mean 
annual rainfall is 85.39 inches. The mean daily temperature ranges 
from about 15 degrees centigrade in February to about 28 degrees centi¬ 
grade in July — the average for the year is 22 degrees centigrade. 
With reference to topography and geology, Hong Kong is "part 
of a series of intruded domes of granitic rocks which cover south¬ 
east China.'’ For the most part it is an area consisting of rugged 
and irregular islands with deeply dissected peninsulas. The follow¬ 
ing descriptive comments are included in Hoag Kong, 19661 
The general appearance i3 that of an upland terrain 
which the sea has invaded. The uplands and mountains 
are eroded remnants of rock formations. 
The highest peaks ... are all about 3,000 feet high 
and are composed of resistant, fine-grained crystalline 
rock». 
Only the soil of the flat agricultural alluvial 
district around Yuen Long in the Deep Bay area has any 
depth. Elsewhere in the Colony the soil cover is 
usually thin, sometimes no more than two or three inches. 
In general the natural residual soils are acid and of low 
fertility, needing the addition of lime, potash and super¬ 
phosphates. 1° 
Arable Lands. A significant point in any discussion of Hong 
Kong and its resources it that 79 percent of the total area of the 
territory is marginal land. There is no doubt but that all the 
"readily cultivable land in Hong Kong is already being exploited 
and what is left, apart from land alienated to industrial and urban 
use, is marginal or inaccessible." In Hong,Kong, 1966, it is 
reported thats 
The arable land and fish ponds already exploited comprise 
l^Goverament of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, 1966, pp.23U-U2 
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only 13.2 percent of the total area and the expanding 
urban areas (the remaining 7.8 percent) tend to encroach 
more directly on arable rather than on marginal land. 
It is unavoidable that fields will be lost to agri¬ 
culture , or at least that agriculture in some areas will 
be confined to market gardens. This trend is, however, 
being offset by more intensive production and by develop¬ 
ment of marginal land.17 
A general overview of present-day land use in Hong Kong is 
summarized and presented in Table 2. 
Irrigable Land. The subject of irrigable lands is not really 
relevant to the Colony of Hong Kong, especially in view of the less 
than UOO square miles comprised by its total area. 
Mineral Hesources. Hong Kong is dependent on imports in meet¬ 
ing most of its needs for natural resources. The latter are simply 
not available locally. Less than 10,000 persons in Hong Kong are 
employed in activities related to mining and quarrying. There is 
government ownership and control of minerals according to the terms 
of the Mining Ordinance of 19S>U« The limited mineral resources in¬ 
volved include iron ore, wolframite, and graphite, all of which are 
mined underground, and kaolin, feldspar and quartz, which are mined 
by opencase methods. Son» of the mineral resources mined are used 
in Hong Kong's export trade, while most are consumed locally. It 
should be mentioned, if only to illustrate the general paucity of 
mineral resources, that in 1966 there was not even any production of 














(urban areas) 31*0 7.5 Includes roads and 
railways 
2. Steep country 111.0 27.9 Rocky, precipitious 
hillsides incapable of 
plant establishment 
3. Woodlands 23.3 5.8 Natural and established 
woodlands 
lw Grass and scrub 
land 155.2 39.0 Natural grass and scrub 
5- Eroded lands 20.0 5.0 Stripped of cover. 
Granite country. Capable 
of regeneration 
6. Swamp and man¬ 
grove lands 5.2 1.3 Capable of reclamation 
7» Fish ponds 2.6 0.7 Fresh and brackish water 
fish farming 
8. Arable 5o.o 12.5 Includes orchards and 
market gardens 
Source: Government of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, 1966, p.70.1 
Technological-Economic Situation 
Agriculture. To sustain its population of 3*1 million people, 
Hong Kong is to a considerable extent dependent on the importation of 
of food products from other countries, the most important source of 
17 
13 
which is the mainland of China. Other suppliers of food to Hong 
Kong, in the order of their importance, are Australia, the United 
States, and various iàiropean countries. According to the 1961 
census, only 90,000 persons were employed in farming and fishing. 
As suggested in Table 2, the area of land under cultivation in the 
Colony amounts to little more than SO square miles, the majority of 
which is taken up with rice and vegetable growing. In addition, 
fish ponds have been developed and recently they covered a total of 
1,720 acres, mostly along the Deep Bay coastline near Yuen Long. 
The importance of these ponds is perhaps best indicated by the esti¬ 
mate that their annual yield amounts to some 850 tons of fish. For 
the most part, livestock is limited to pigs and poultry, given the 
lack of sufficient grazing land. The main product of Hong Kong is 
marine fish, aid the Colony has the largest fishing fleet of any 
Commonwealth port. In a recent year there were over 8,500 fishing 
junks in the Colony and at least 26 Japanese-type trawlers.20 
Industry» Hong Kong’s economy is dominated, in an almost 
overwhelming way, by the textile industry, which accounts for more 
than 50 percent of the Colony's domestic exports and which employs 
more than Ul percent of the industrial labor force. Significantly, 
Hong Kong's textile industry is not only of domestic importance, but 
is also a significant factor in the international trade in textiles. 




proportion of the wording populace as employed in primary produc¬ 
tion: 90, GUO in farming and fishing, and 10,000 in mining. Most of 
the others earn their livelihoods from a wide range of manufacturing 
industries using imported raw materials. The important heavy in¬ 
dustries in Hong Kong are steel rolling mills, shipbuilding and ship 
repair yards, cement factories, and plants manufacturing machinery 
and parts. But, again, the light industries are by far the most 
important, and the most important of them are concerned with or re¬ 
lated to textiles, including factories for the spinning of cotton, 
silk, rayon and other yarns. The cotton spinning mills, which have 
almost 650,000 spindles, are among the most modern in the world. 
Hong Kong's other light industries include foodstuffs, electric 
bulbs, ceramics, plastics, rubber, rope and sugar. 
It goes without saying that foreign trade is a mainstay of 
Hong Kong, which must import the greater part of the basic neces¬ 
sities for the life of its population and the development of its 
industry. Included among the imports are the following items: 
rice, meat, gbeen vegetables, dairy produce, oilseeds, sugar and 
spices, coal and motor fuel, cotton, silk and wool, chemicals and 
medicinal products, rubber, wood, paper, metals, machinery and ve¬ 
hicles. The corresponding exports include: thread, woven materials, 
clothing, manufactured goods in metal and other materials, and mis¬ 
cellaneous articles. More than a quarter of the imports, particu¬ 
larly the foodstuffs, come from China, the rest from Japan, the 
United States, Australia and Britain. Most of the exports gu to 
the United States (spch as the famous Hong Kong specially tailored 
20 
silk suits), Britain, Japan, Malaysia, Canada and Australia. 
Water and Power. A major problem that confronts Hong Kong 
is its almost continual need for water, the many shortages of which 
result from the area's highly variable and erratic rainfall. Al¬ 
though the yearly average is 85 inches of rain, it is not always 
so, and in 1963, for example, the total rainfall was only 35 «U8 
inches. To better conserve its water resources, it was necessary 
for Hong Kong to apply restrictions on water use during dry seasons 
for some part of every year between 193U and 196U. By 1965, the 
Colony's storage capacity was increased to 16,816 million gallons, 
as part of a long-range program of reservoir construction. On 
March 1, 1965, Hong Kong began receiving much needed water from the 
East River under a new agreement with Communist China. The volume 
of water received annually under this agreement amounts to approxi- 
22 mately 15,000 million gallons. All areas of Hong Kong are now 
serviced by electrical power, which is provided by a number of dif¬ 
ferent companies, public and/or private. The use of gas is also 
widespread in Hong Kong, the Hong Kong and China Gas Company Limited 
being the supplier for Hong Kong Island, Kowloon and the New Terri¬ 
tories. The demand for gas is a constantly growing one and the above 
company expends continuous efforts toward the enlargement of its 
distribution network, including the development of regional supply 
stations. In many areas bottled gas is offered to customers who are 
21 
The World and Its People» China 2, pp.378-79. 
^Government of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, 1966, pp.179-82. 
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not in reach of the town gas supply. 
Transportation and Communication. In times past, Hong Kong 
derived its livelihood mostly from its entrepot trade, for which its 
position on the China Coa3t was its major advantage. In recent years, 
however, changing conditions have shifted the emphasis to industrial 
production and imports and exports. Still, its coastal position 
remains of vital importance. Responsibility for the control of the 
navigable water and ports of the colony is vested in the Director of 
Marine. Among his responsibilities is the Port of Victoria, which 
is a fine natural harbor possessing all the facilities required by 
modern ship operators. A new ocean terminal was opened officially 
in 1966 and is considered to be one of the best equipped in the 
world. Hong Kong is known not only for its fine ports, but also 
for its modern and efficient dockside storage areas, and for its 
dockyards, which annually thrive with new construction, repair work 
and conversions.2^ 
One of the world's busiest airports is located in the Colony^ 
Hong Kong Airport, situated on the north shore of Kowloon Bay, some 
four miles from the center of Kowloon, serves as an important link 
(xi those main air routes servicing the Far East. The most modern 
of the world's jet-propelled aircraft are able to use Hong Kong Air¬ 
port, whose runway is 8,350 feet long. Hong Kong's own airline 




Philippines, Cambodia, Vietnam, Thailand, Singapore, Brunei, Sabah, 
Malaysia, Japan, and India* At Hong Kong Airport, itself, about 
180 scheduled services arrive each week. These are flights operated 
by some international airlines* In addition, there are many non- 
scheduled and chartered flights. It is estimated that the average 
daily traffic through Hong Kong Airport is about 2,600 passengers.2^ 
A major means of internal transportation is the Kowloon-Canton 
Railway, the British section of which runs from the southern end of 
the Kowloon peninsula to the Chinese frontier at Lo Wu, where it 
connects with the Chinese railway system. Since 19U9» when China 
came under the control of the communists, it has been necessary for 
passengers to change trains at the borders. This involves a walk 
for passengers of 300 yards, which is the distance separating the 
two train terminals. Freight shipments, however, are permitted to 
pass through without transhipment. 
In 1966, the government of the Colony maintained 589 miles of 
road, of which 198 are on Hong Kong Island, 172 in Kowloon, and 219 
27 in the New Territories. 
Except for the railway, public transport in Hong Kong is oper¬ 
ated by private enterprise, with the government retaining final con¬ 
trol to ensure efficient operation. Bus and tram services are oper¬ 





exclusive franchises for these services* In Kowloon and the New 
Territories an exclusive bus franchise is held by another company. 
Taxis are licensed for both urban areas and the New Territories, 
with licenses allocated by the government on a quota system* Two 
large ferry companies have monopolies to operate services on speci- 
AÛ 
fied routes across Hong Kong harbor. 
The postal services of Hoag Kong are modem and efficient and, 
in 1966, they handled more than 130 million postal articles posted 
to all destinations.2^ 
The telecommunications of the Colony are excellent. A $1*00 
million SEACQM project, which is far advanced, is providing Hong 
Kong with an abundance of worldwide all-cable telegraph, telephone 
and telex circuits. Within the Colony, telephone services are pro¬ 
vided by the Hong Kong Telephone Company limited, a public company 
operating under a franchise from the government.3° 
Literacy and Education 
Host of the schools offering primary education are Chinese, 
with Cantonese being the language of instruction. Usually, English 
is studied as a second language beginning with the second year of 
school. In 1966, it was estimated that the primary day schools en¬ 





the age category of 6 to II years* Another 38*072 students were 
attending primary night schools and special afternoon classes. Hong 
Kong has four types of secondary schools* including the Anglo-Chinese 
grammar schools* the Chinese middle schools* the secondary technical 
schools* and the secondary modern schools* All schools of the four 
types had a total enrollment in 1966 in excess of 225*000. In the 
area of higher education* the University of Hong Kong enrolled* in 1966* 
some 2*283 students; the Chinese University of Hong Kong enrolled 1*928* 
and the Technical College enrolled 13 »U17«^ 
Per Capita Income 
The following will indicate the general income or wage levels 
for Hong Kong in recent years. The dollar figures used are those 
based on Hong Kong currency. The present exchange rate in internation¬ 
al monetary circles is approximately six Hong Kong dollars for one 
United States dollar. 
For the manufacturing industry* the range of daily wages at the 
end of 1966 included the following: 18.50 to $28.00 for skilled workers; 
&.50 to $21.00 for semiskilled workers; and &*80 to $12.00 for un¬ 
skilled workers. In addition to the wages* however* many employers 
provide their workers with free accommodations* subsidized meals or 
food allowances* good attendance bonuses, and paid rest days (the 
American "vacation"), as well as a Chinese New Year bonus of one 
month's pay. 
Other salary or income figures available include the following* 
31Ibid., pp.85-96 
25 
with the monthly range indicated: clerical and secretarial employ¬ 
ment, $370 to $1,620; teaching and welfare employment, $675 to $2,175; 
nursing employment, $375 to $2,385; technical employment, $375 to 
$3,800; executive employment, $1,000 to $4,300, and administrative 
32 
professional employment, $1,600 to $4,300. 
^Government of Hong Kong, A Report on the Public Service: 
1962 (Hong Kong: The Hong Kong Government Press, 1962). 
CHAPTER III 
REFUGEES FROM MAINLAND CHINA 
Introduction 
This section of this thesis presents data on the influx of L- 
refugees into Hong Kong from the Chinese mainland» The purpose of 
this chapter is to provide an historical overview of the refugee 
movements, to identify the official government policies and practices 
on refugee immigration, to describe the present life situations of 
the refugees, to examine and analyze, in terms of the context provided 
by Chapter II, the problems involved in the assimilation and absorp¬ 
tion of the refugees, and, finally, to discuss what appear to be 
the prospects for the future. 
An Historical Perspective 
The role of the migrant or refugee in the history and devel¬ 
opment of Hong Kong has been an all-important one. Tet, as Irene 
Taeuber underscores so succinctly, tta curious lack of interest in 
Hong Kong as a metropolitan area or in Hong Kong's population as a 
mosaic of migrants" is observed. And she adds, migrants "whose 
physical, social, and econonic transformations of a decade span the 
distance between the premodern and the modern."^ 
From 18U2 to 1951 — a time period that spans a century — 
^-Taeuber, "Hong Kong: Migrants and Metropolis," p.3. 
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Hong Kong grew as a city of Chinese who were subjected to the order 
and advances of its British colonial regime. During this period, 
protection was less than complete, and developments were limited, 
for the freedom of movement that existed in effect made Hong Kong 
more or less a part of the human mass concentrated in South China. 
Migrants to the Colony were mostly young men. They usually came 
alone, worked for some time, and then returned home. Transit move¬ 
ments were major. In contrast, refugee movements were episodic, 
with flights into or from the city common occurrences. When Hong 
Kong was first acquired by the British in 1ÔU2, it had a population 
of less than 10,000. Less than twenty years later, Hong Kong Island, 
along with the recently acquired Kowloon Peninsula, had a population 
of more than 100,000. And by 1916 more than half a million people 
resided in Hong Kong Island, Kowloon, and the leased New Territories. 
2 
In 1931, the civilian population was fast approaching 850,000. 
Beginning with the Japanese invasion of China and through the 
ensuing period of war, revolution, and political transformation, the 
economy and population of Hong Kong experienced a drastic alteration. 
The fall of Canton to the Japanese in 1938, and the eventual Japanese 
occupation of Kwangtung Province, resulted in a mass flight of ref¬ 
ugees to Hong Kong. The numbers of refugees entering the Colony 
were estimated at 100,000 for 1937; 500,000 for 1938, and 150,000 
a? V* 
for 1939, or a total of approximately 750,000 for n period of only 
three years. Although the census scheduled for 19U1 was c ancelled, 
a count made toward the end of that year indicated the Colony's 
^Ibid., pp.3-8 
28 
population, including the refugees, to be 1.6 million. At the 
height of the influx of refugees, an estimated half a million 
people were sleeping on the streets of Hong Kong. 
On December 2lt, 19U1, however, Hong Kong itself fell to the 
Japanese, whose subsequent occupation of the area lasted for three 
years and seven months. The conditions in Hong Kong deteriorated 
considerably during the Japanese occupation, causing many persons to 
migrate elsewhere. Towards the end of their occupation, the Japan¬ 
ese sought to ease a critical food shortage by organizing massive 
deportations. By August, 19k5t the Colony's population was reduced 
to about 600,000. 
Following its liberation from the Japanese, Hong Kong made 
a spectacular recovery, with former Chinese residents returning at 
f 
the rate of - about 100,000 a month. IJy the end of 19U7, the popula¬ 
tion has risen to an estimated 1.8 million. 
It was not, however, until the period during 19U8 and 19U9 
that Hong Kong was to receive an influx of people unparalleled in 
its history, for it was at that time that the forces of the Chinese 
Nationalist Government began to face defeat in the civil war at the 
hands of the communists. 
During 19it9 and the spring of 1950, approximately three quarters 
of a million people entered Hoag Kong, coming mainly from Kwangtung 
Province, Shanghai and other commercial centers. By the end of 
1950 the population was estimated at 2,360,000. Subsequent increases 
in the total population were realized, and, by 1961, when the last 
census was taken, Hong Kong showed a population figure of 3.1 
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million.^ 
Official Policies and Practices on 
Refugee Immigration 
Hong Kong has a population that is already settled at very 
high densities. In addition, its population is one that is now 
growing internally, i.e., without the aid of immigration, at a rapid 
rate, and this in a circumscribed area of less than I4.OO square miles* 
Consequently, the official policies of the Government of Kong Kong 
presently are designed to almost completely curtail population addi¬ 
tions from immigration. Permanent immigration into Hong Kong is 
now permitted only for those persons with close relatives or family 
relations already in residence. Each year, however, thousands of 
Chinese from the mainland still attempt to find refuge in Hong Kong, 
with most of them seeking to cross the borders between the Colony and 
China illegally, hopeful of being successfully absorbed and concealed 
by the masses of people in, for example, the squatter areas of the 
Colony. Although the relationship between Hong Kong and Communist 
China is today a delicate one, especially in a political sense, the 
government, because of the pressures resulting from the already crowded 
population, considers it necessary to attempt* whenever possible, to 
identify and locate those refugees entering the Colony illegally. 
Of necessity, the government can usually do but one thing with these 
persons, and that is to return them to Communist China from which they 
fled and from which they sought refuge. There is no room for them. 
3flie World and Its Peoples: China 2, pp.37U-83« 
30 
Present Life Situation of the 
Refugees 
As already indicated in the preceding two chapters, as well 
as in this one, the geographical area of Hong Kong comprises less 
than 1*00 square miles and, for years now, has been settled by a "high 
density" population. For the great majority of the refugees entering 
Hong Kong, there have been no homes available. In the years before 
the Sinc-Japanese War, it was the policy of the government to allow 
freedom of movement to Chinese across the border with China. Econo¬ 
mically, Hong Kong was long a great market for China, and if Hong 
Kong was to fulfill and promote its economic role, it was essential 
that freedom of movement be accorded to those persons performing econo¬ 
mic functions. Socially, .the ties between Hong Kong and China, of 
course, are very close. There is no marked geographical feature to 
form a natural frontier between the two political entities, and oa 
» 
either side of the existing political border are persons derived from 
the same stock and who lead the same kind of lives. 
During the period of the long civil war, (me of the few stable 
factors in the area, it seems, was the availability of Hong Kong as 
a refuge. 
And the refugees arrived in search of refuge. They were ad¬ 
mitted on humanitarian grounds alone and the problems to which they 
would certainly give rise, if they did not return elsewhere, were 
deliberately accepted by the government. And, as reported earlier, 
it was immediately following the Sino-Japanese War that the people of 
China, by the hundreds of thousands, again voted; they voted against 
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the Chinese Communist regime that established itself with the with¬ 
drawal of the Nationalists to Taiwan. Hong Kong accepted the burden 
which the refugees brought with them in the name of humanity rather 
than because it had any special standing in the matter other than 
the accident of continuity. 
The problems involved with the refugees were of great magni¬ 
tude. With the British rule of Hong Kong reestablished following 
the Sino-Japanese War, and following the Communist takeover of the 
Mainland, Hong Kong faced the problems associated with suddenly ab¬ 
sorbing something like a million people, seeking first to provide them 
with relief, then jobs and, finally, homes. 
Because of the limited flat land available that was suitable 
for building sites, much of the refugee population was crowded into 
a relatively small area around the harbor. Because of the high cost 
of, or because of the shortage of, residential accommodations, a con¬ 
siderable proportion of the million refugees entering the Colony after 
the loss of China to the communists were settled in squatter shacks 
on the hillsides of Victoria and Kowloon. 
Schechtman, for example, reports when the Communist Chinese 
People's Republic was established in 19U9* a million Chinese refugees 
poured, unchecked, across the border between Hong Kong and Mao Tse- 
Tung's swelling domain. These refugees included Kuomiatang soldiers, 
officers, and officials; merchants and industrialists; millionaires, 
and farmers. The lucky crowded in with already overcrowded relatives. 
Others slept on sidewalks and narrow stairs. Some could afford double- 
decker bed space, four of five families to a room, in tenements; 
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hundreds of thousands lived in tiny, tinderbox huts made of cardboard, 
discarded boxes, tin cans and gunny sacks on steep mountainsides, in 
streets and alleys, on dilapidated rooftops, without electricity or 
sewers, often a mile or so from water. After 1?U9, the refugees 
for many years continued to "trickle” into Hong Kong, sometimes as 
many as 100,000 a year.^ 
J. L. Murray has reported that the refugees were homeless 
and the only livelihood they knew was debarred to them. They depend¬ 
ed, therefore, on the two cities. Depended — the word has a melan¬ 
choly aptness. For, when virtually all the vacant urban sites, Crown 
land and leased land alike, had been overfilled with their flimsy and 
insanitary shelters, they moved into the hills with which the cities 
are surrounded and hung their shacks in deep festoons over rocks bared 
by the wartime search for fuel. But always they crowded in on the 
town, for there alone lay the hope of rice for tomorrow. They turned 
their hands to new trades with the resilience and resourcefulness of 
their race, and they caused little trouble so long as they were Je ft 
undisturbed in their pathetic settlements, densely packed by both neces¬ 
sity and choice. 
More recently, available information has indicated that because 
of the shortage and the high cost of residential accommodation, a good 
proportion of the million refugees who have entered Hong Kong since 
19^0 have spent some time — often the entire time — in squatter 
shacks on the hillsides of Victoria and Kowloon. Consisting of scrap 
wood and metal, these shack dwellings have grown into colonies shel- 
kjoseph B. Schechtraan, The Refugee in the World (New York: A. S. 
Barnes & Co., 196U), p.311. 
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tering as many as 50,000 persons. Sanitation is primitive or 
nonexistent, water has been more often available in the past year 
but is not readily accessible, and the threats of typhoon, fire and 
epidemic continue to hover over parts of Hong Kong. It is estimated 
that some 620,000 persons still inhabit squatter accommodations, either 
in shacks or on rooftops and that this number increases by 30,000 each 
year, the result of natural population increase since new domestic 
5 
squatting has practically ceased. 
Again, on the point of the overcrowdedness of the city of Hong 
Kong, Tueh gave the account that there is an additional serious and 
fundamental difficulty. Not only is Hong Kong powerless to absorb 
any additional refugee population, it furthermore has no outlets en¬ 
abling this population to emigrate. This has forced the Hong Kong 
government to pursue a policy of sealing off the border and prohibit¬ 
ing entry to refugees. But despite these restrictions, about two 
hundred refugees surreptitiously cross into Hong Kong each day and 
often the government does not apprehend them. Moreover, those who 
have been apprehended have not been deported in all cases. He further 
points out that there is no outlet for these Chinese refugees to find 
freedom. Hence, Hong Kong represents practically the only area through 
which escape can be made. Thus, if Hong King is closes, there is truly 
no relief.^ 
'’Hong Kong National Committee of the International Conference of 
Social Work, The Hong Kong Report to the Thirteenth International Con¬ 
ference of Social Work (Hong Kong: Hong Kong National Committee ~ôf 
the International Conference of Social Work, 1966), p.llu 
Tueh, "The Problem of the Hong Kong Refugees," Asian Survey, 
II (March, 1967), pp.28-37. 
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Because the problem of the refugees is so serious, Younghusband 
reported that in the spring of I960, the Hong Kong government request¬ 
ed the United Kingdom Committee for World Refugee Year for a sub¬ 
stantial grant for social work training, pointing out that increased 
training resources were essential in order to provide trained staff 
for the many projects being initiated or expanded to meet the enormous 
7 
refugee problems of Hong Kong. 
Assimilation and Absorption 
The problems attendant on Hong Kong's absorption and eventual 
assimilation of its refugee population are many and varied. A number 
of them will be discussed at this time. 
First, there is the matter of sheer numbers. In 1961, the resi¬ 
dents of Hong Kong numbered 3,129,6U8, of whom 1,607,779 were men and 
1,521,869 were women. All of these are amassed in an area that totals 
less than UOO square miles. Thus, there is already a population of 
high density, and the population density can only be expected to in¬ 
crease, for the population continues to grow at a rapid rate in terms 
of a natural increase, without any increase now, and none anticipated 
in the future, in the available land area. The large numbers of 
people already in residence in Hong Kong make for crowded living con¬ 
ditions, and the population growth in progress can only make for even 
more crowded living conditions. There are many implications in this 
for the refugees now in residence, so many of idiom, in the tens of 
^Eileen L. Younghusband, Training for Social Work in Hong Kongt 
A Report Prepared for the Government of Hong Kong (Hong Kongt Govern¬ 
ment Press, Java àoad, Hong Kong, 1960)7 p.l. 
35 
thousands, live in squatter shacks and in the squalor associated 
with them. Government attempts to better their living conditions, 
such as in the area of housing, are circumscribed by the negligible 
amount of land available for new housing construction to meet the 
needs of the refugees. Also, it is to be expected that attempts 
to allocate portions of what land might be available for refugee 
housing will oftentimes be resisted by segments of the non-refugee 
population, whose own increase in numbers, as well as growing afflu¬ 
ence, give rise to new demands that such land that might be available 
be allocated for their own use. Still, short of the forced migra¬ 
tion of the refugees back to Communist China, which is most unlikely 
for both humanitarian and political reasons, it is Hong Kong alone 
that must confront the problem. Migration elsewhere, seemingly, is 
out of the question, for today it is a closed world. Those few 
countries that welcome immigrants do not welcome all, but only a 
select few. The "welcome mat" excludes the poor, the uneducated, 
and the unskilled — namely those persons most in need of a chance. 
Emigration, then, will not work, and it will not work because most 
nations, with their restrictive quotas, will not permit it. in 1962, 
for example, when tens of thousands of Chinese poured out of Had China 
into Hong Kong, the United States was willing to accept only five 
thousand. On this occasion alone, the British-controlled government 
of Hong Kong had to turn back some J?Q,000 people because there just 
was not any more room. And ironically, it is Britain, which has 
worked so diligently through the years to provide places for Chinese 
1Appleman, The Silent Explosion, p.2l*. 
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refugees, that has itself recently established a quota regarding 
the number of Asians who will be permitted eacn year to permanently 
settle in the "Motlier Country" of the Commonwealth — the Britain 
for which Hong Kong has the status of a "Crown Colony." 
But there are other problems. Many of the refugees are un¬ 
skilled and uneducated. Many have language problems. Many have 
values and ways of doing things that are other than what one might 
call modern. These are but examples. The point is that so many 
of the refugees are lacking those qualities necessary for their quick 
assimilation into the tenor and tempo of modern Hong Kong life. The 
skilled and the highly educated are quickly absorbed and assimilated. 
The others are not. For Hong Kong is part of the modern world, which 
is to say, highly industrialized, which is to day, in turn, oriented 
toward technological sophistication; a technology, in short, that is 
built on a population base of highly educated and highly skilled 
persons and which has no room for the uneducated and the unskilled. 
Prospects for the Future 
In discussing what the future portends for those refugees now 
in residence in Hong Kong, it is necessary to discuss, at the same 
time, what the future is likely to hold for Hong Kong itself. 
As mentioned earlier in this thesis, Hong Kong is, in a very 
real sense, a "mosaic of immigrant" peoples, for almost all of its 
residents are either immigrants themselves or are the direct descend¬ 
ants of persons who immigrated into the Colony within the past one 
hundred years. And, as was also mentioned earlier, the social and 
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cultural transformations experienced by Hong Kong, in terms of those 
immigrants, have been truly remarkable. And of marked importance 
here are those transformations experienced in the economic sphere. 
Hong Kong today has a highly sophisticated industrial and technolo¬ 
gical base, upon which its population, for the most part, is dependent 
for the relatively high standard of living enjoyed. The point is 
that the "human input" involved in Hong Kong's economic successes 
has been, for the most part, that of persons with immigrant status. 
If, then, it has been possible to so utilize those termed immigrants, 
it may be possible to utilize or, better still, to absorb and to as¬ 
similate, those persons presently called refugees. 
More like Ly, however, is the total absorption and assimilation 
not of the refugees themselves, but of their descendants. Those 
among the refugees who, in occupational terms, are professionals or 
who are of what we call the skilled class, have experienced little 
difficulty in being integrated into the "way of life," economic ac 
otherwise, of Hong Kong. But those among the refugees who are not 
professionals, who are unskilled, have not been readily integrated 
into the way of life and, as a consequence, are the ones living in 
squatter shacks and in squalor in general. These people lack the 
necessary education — the training and the skills that it provides — 
to find a place in an economic system so technologically advanced. 
And they differ from the general "resident" population in other ways, 
as well. Related to their lack of formal education and training, and 
to their generally agrarian backgrounds, is, for example, a greater 
tendency on the part of most of these refugees to be superstitious, to 
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have values and attitudes, and to have aspirations and goals, that 
are not attuned to the life styles of a modem society. Also, com¬ 
pared to the non-refugee population, proportionately more of the 
refugees are male, are older, are illiterate, are single. But this 
last notwithstanding, their rate of natural increase is high. It 
would seem that the best prospects for the refugees are not so much 
in terms of what might be or will be for them, but in terms of what 
is likely to be or will be for their children. This is to say that 
they themselves, at least for the most part, are unlikely to be com¬ 
pletely assimilated into the life of Hong Kong, but the prospects are 
good that their children will be or, at least, can be. It would be 
reasonable to assume that the government and the people of Hong Kong 
will seek to alleviate, as much as possible, the living conditions 
of all refugees, but that at the same time special attention and con¬ 
sideration will be given to the children of these refugees. The 
children have a chance if given a chance, and to have that chance the 
children will need the proper education and training, and all that 
they imply, to prepare them, not for successful lives, but to prepare 
them to, at least, minimally equip themselves to compete for the suc¬ 
cessful life as it is defined by Hong Kong society. 
CHAPTER IV 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
Review of the Study 
The purpose of this study was twofold, seeking first to pro¬ 
vide a general overview or description of modern Hong Kong, and, 
second, to depiot and then discuss the life situations, present and 
future, of tens of thousands Of political refugees recently arrived 
in Hong Kong. 
The methods and procedures used to undertake the study were 
those usually associated with the implementation of what is widely 
referred to as a "library thesis or study." More specifically, 
this involved an initial reading of available literature, which served 
the purpose of giving focus to, and helping to clarify, the investi¬ 
gator's original and admittedly quite general interest in this parti¬ 
cular problem area. 
Once the problem focus emerged, with some clarity, it was pos¬ 
sible for the author to give form to it in terms of outlining a pro¬ 
gram of study. This latter was undertaken with the aid of numberous 
documents, both public and private, that were obtained with the aid 
of several persons and from a wide variety of sources. 
In discussing the general demographic picture of Hoag Kong — 
as well as many social and cultural features — a number of important 
facts were cited. 
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Hong Kong is a British Crown Colony that comprises a total 
land area of less than 1*00 square miles, all of which were acquired 
or leased from China beginning in 101*1. Its population is a com¬ 
posite of immigrant groups and their descendants and today includes 
tens of thousands of recently arrived political refugees who are yet 
to be totally absorbed and assimilated. 
The population, which in 181*1 numbered something like 10,000 
people, today numbers well over 3 million. In the past decade, these 
3 million people — most of them themselves immigrants — have trans¬ 
formed Hong Kong into a modern society that is highly industrialized 
and forged on a considerably sophisticated technological base. What 
the area lacks in the way of natural resources, the people have more 
than compensated for with their resourcefulness. Raw goods, for 
example, are imported, and finished products from them are, in turn, 
exported. The Colony is one known for its modern transportation 
facilities, its advanced system of communications, its general wel¬ 
fare provisions for residents, its modern educational system, and 
the like. 
But whereas the majority of Hoag Kong's people lead at least 
moderately prosperous lives, the majority of its recently arrived 
refugees do not. These latter, unable to emigrate elsewhere because 
of the unwillingness of other countries to accept them, and lacking 
the requisite education, training and skills necessary for rapid 
assimilation into the life of the Colony, are for the most part given 
to impoverishment, leading crowded existences among the squalor and 
squatter shacks to which there are not yet any alternatives. 
la 
Findings of the Study 
Given the limitations of available resources, such as land 
for the construction of homes or the making of farms, and given the 
general social and cultural attributes of the refugees themselves, 
several conclusions would appear to be in order. 
First, it seems most unlikely- that the older among the present 
refugee class will ever be totally absorbed or completely assimilated 
into the life of Hong Kong. 
Second, the best prospects for improvement seemingly relate 
to the children of the refugees, who, as is generally true of the 
young, better lend themselves to becoming prepared to compete, if not 
on an equal footing, at least without the handicap of being beyond 
overcoming, with others in a modern society. They better lend them¬ 
selves to becoming prepared in that they are more receptive to the 
education and training necessary. 
Third, to free the children of the refugees from the certain¬ 
ty of a life of squalor, it shall be necessary for the government, as 
well as the people of Hong Kong as a whole, to develop new and imagina¬ 
tive programs by which these youngsters can be reached and the oppor¬ 
tunity to "become prepared" made available to them. 
Fourth, to realize any success with programs aimed at reaching 
and salvaging the lives of these refugee children, it will be neces¬ 
sary to develop supporting policies and programs for working with 
the families, and especially the parents, of these children. 
The above findings or conclusions appear to be in order. If, 
for whatever reasons, it should be that the necessary efforts sug¬ 
gested do not completely materialise, or should fall short of success, 
then it can be expected that the present plight of the refugees will 
not only continue, but will also worsen, with the children becoming 
the carriers of a malady that they, in turn, will pass on to their 
children — the affliction characterized by both impoverishment and 
an impoverished way of life. 
Suggestions 
In conclusion, then, it is suggested that those steps now 
being taken in Hong Kong to preclude the development of a perpetual 
cycle of impoverishment among the refugees be stepped up and that 
attention be given to the development of new policies and new pro¬ 
grams for grappling with the problem. 
It is suggested that additional studies be undertaken to 
determine what policies and what programs will best serve to resolve 
the existing problem. And, finally, it is suggested that social 
workers and social work services can play a significant role, and 
certainly a much greater role than at present, in making contributions 
toward the immediate alleviation of and the long-run solution to the 
problems of the Chinese refugees in Hong Kong, 
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